European Cluster Alliance’s PRO INNO Initiative Conference:

European Presidency Conference on Innovation and Clusters
Stockholm, 22-23 January 2008

The Conference was an event in the Slovenian European Presidency first half of 2008 and it was hosted by the Swedish Government.

420 participants from European countries and some more came to Stockholm January 22nd and 23rd to explore policy learning and to discuss potentials of trans-national cooperation on innovation and clusters; good actual concepts and performance as well as requests for new policy approaches were the core of the Conference. 
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At the Conference
The High Level Group on Clusters chaired by Senator Pierre Laffitte, France handed over the European Cluster Memorandum to the European Presidency. 

The Memorandum has been drafted by the High Level Group based on the mappings of the European Cluster Observatory and contributions from the European Cluster Alliance. This way the document represents an alternative governance procedure where practitioners advise policy makers on how to set new innovative policy frameworks for trans-national and trans-regional European cluster cooperation leading to improved Europe’s global competitiveness.
Mr. Jean-Noël Durvy, Director for Innovation Policy, European Commission, Enterprise and Industry Directore-General related to the December 2006 European Presidency conclusions on innovation policy and the European Cluster Alliance. On behalf of the European Commission Mr. Durvy confirmed readiness to implement the European Cluster Memorandum. 

Mr. Jyrki Myllyvirta, Mayor of Lahti and Mr. Andrea Forti both were highlighting the regional dimension of cluster development confirmed support from the Committee of the Regions to the implimentation of the European Cluster Memorandum.
And roundtables were offered on world class trans-national cluster activities and supportive policy frameworks from different European locations.
Exchanges of practice and benchmarks alone will not do the job. It is due time to start trans-national cooperation the European Cluster Memorandum argues.
[image: image2.emf]The Memorandum vision clusters as interconnected territorial hubs with regional concentration and specialisation. Multiple linkages give an environment conducive to innovation. Strong clusters emerge and flourish in open markets where competition coexists with cooperation within and between clusters. Clusters emerge where competition across countries and regions enable companies to locate activities based on underlying economic and market efficiency. It is argued that artificial barriers influencing cross-boarder cooperation and trade weaken cluster concentration and specialisation.

The European, national and regional Innovation Policy Frameworks need a shift from mainly supply side support to broader innovation ecology; a holistic (horizontal) view on framework conditions strengthening global competitive positions.
The way ahead: From European Cluster Memorandum to cluster policy formation.
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Deputy Prime Minister Maud Olofsson, Sweden, Minister for Economy Andrej Vizjak, Slovenia, Vice-President, Commissioner Günther Verheugen, European Commission, and Minister of State Hervé Novelli, France together with deputy ministers and state secretaries from the Czech Republic, Italy, Norway and Spain discussed national and European priorities on innovation and cluster policies as important instruments in improved European competitiveness. 
The Swedish Minister presented the Stockholm Conference Declaration telling how the actual European Presidency together with the coming next three ones of France, the Czech Republic and Sweden plan to support proposals and intentions of the European Cluster Memorandum.
Esko Aho, chair of SITRA, addressed the European challenge. Among others, he questioned the balance between support and demand instruments in innovation policy used by national governments and by the European Commission and called for more market driven innovation as the newly announced initiative for “Lead Markets”. As well, Mr. Aho questioned how promises of social stability and ambition of growing innovate approaches could go together in European societies. 
Professor Michael E. Porter, Harvard Business School, introduced the cluster concept, methodologies on measurement of impact and advised on cluster policy formation based on factual data mappings as done by the European Cluster Observatory. 
Professor Antoni Subira, IESE Business School, University of Navarra, reminded the audience about what is in the hands of governments and what is not. Professor Subira highlighted clusters being a business driven movement. 


�





Conference organiser was the the Sea Region Innovation Network, BSR InnoNet – one of four inno nets in the European Cluster Alliance focussed on clusters and formation of cluster policy frameworks – was by DG Enterprise and Industry given the task to organise the Alliance’s European Conference on cluster policy. The Swedish BSR InnoNet partner, the national governmental agency for innovation systems, VINNOVA, served as local organiser supported by a group of sponsors, Stockholm City and County, Innovationbron and Nordic Innovation Centre.


Please, look at � HYPERLINK "http://www.bsrinno.net" ��www.bsrinno.net�








The Stockholm Conference Declaration


The European Presidency Conference on Innovation and Clusters was held in Stockholm on 22-23 January 2008. It was attended by ministers and other high level representatives from national and regional governments, cluster-relevant agencies and enterprises from all over Europe.


In the conference, cluster practitioners and policy makers met to discuss about the importance of developing coherent cluster policy frameworks to accelerate cluster development and create world leading clusters in Europe. 


An important input to the discussion was the European Cluster Memorandum that was prepared in November 2007 by a High Level Advisory Group of experts on clusters established by the European Commission. The Memorandum, to be signed by regional and other cluster-relevant organisations in Europe by July 2008, seeks a strong commitment from public stakeholders at all levels to further support cluster development in their territories, and join their forces at EU level to address better global challenges and exploit future opportunities together.


In conclusion the conference:


Agrees that clusters are important drivers of innovation and contribute to the competitiveness and sustainable development of European industry and services, and boost the economic development of EU regions;


Recalls the Council conclusions for a broad-based innovation strategy aiming at developing a balanced approach between support and demand mechanisms for innovation, in which cluster support and trans-national cooperation are an integral part;


Recognises the importance of developing coherent policy frameworks for cluster support and acknowledges the important contribution put forward by the European Cluster Memorandum in this respect;


Calls upon the European Commission to further develop policy actions along the orientations proposed by the European Cluster Memorandum and put forward a European Cluster strategy and action plan to the Council, the European Parliament and the Committee of the Regions in 2008;


Invites the Slovenian presidency to bring forward the key messages and outcome of this conference where appropriate;


Invites the French presidency to further advance the policy discussions about clusters and explore new complementary actions to be developed in the framework of the broad-based innovation strategy of the European Commission.
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Please, look at � HYPERLINK "http://www.proinno-europe.eu/" \t "_parent" �www.proinno-europe.eu� and at � HYPERLINK "http://www.clusterobservatory.eu/" \t "_parent" �www.clusterobservatory.eu�








European Cluster Alliance.


Please, look at � HYPERLINK "http://www.proinno-europe.eu/" \t "_parent" �www.proinno-europe.eu�
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Jens Erik Lund, Coordinator of the Baltic Sea Region Innovation Network, BSR InnoNet.


Before launching BSR InnoNet, for the Swedish governmental agency for innovation systems, VINNOVA he managed the Baltic Sea Initiative and for OECD he established the Trento Centre for Local Economic Development. Previously, he served as the inaugural director for the Copenhagen Centre established by the Danish Government as an international institute for public-private partnerships. 





The Baltic Sea Region Innovation Network, BSR InnoNet has governmental innovation agencies from all countries around the Baltic Sea apart from Russia (including Norway and Iceland) as its 10 partners. As well representatives of all national ministries responsible for innovation policy have joined working groups of project. 





Objectives of the BSR InnoNet are: 


To establish a shared conceptual framework for cluster policy formation, evaluation and operational activities across national borders in the Baltic Sea Region.





To establish one or more trans-national innovation programme(s) (focused on cluster development) among partner countries in the Baltic Sea Region.
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